Pharmacists' attitudes toward and use of cardiopulmonary resuscitation training received in pharmacy school.
Recent graduates of a pharmacy school were surveyed to determine their attitudes toward and use of cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and basic life support (BLS) training received as part of their pharmacy school instruction. Questionnaires were mailed to 215 pharmacists who had completed the mandatory CPR-BLS training; only those who had practiced pharmacy for at least 6 of the previous 12 months were asked to respond. Usable questionnaires were received from 187 of the pharmacists surveyed. Of the respondents, 134 (72%) believed that the CPR-BLS program should continue to be mandatory for graduation; 131 (70%) believed their training to be of value in their current practices, and 174 (93%) believed it would be of value in the future. Nine (5%) of the pharmacists had actually performed CPR since their graduation. Pharmacists practicing in small and large hospitals were more likely to participate in CPR than pharmacists in medium-sized hospitals, and such participation was associated with the presence of decentralized and clinical pharmacy services. Recent pharmacy graduates who had received mandatory CPR-BLS training in school had positive attitudes about the value of this training in their professional practices.